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SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Dr. L. H. Bailey, of Cornell University, has 
consented to accept the chairmanship of the 
commission appointed by President Roosevelt 
to report upon the social and economic condi- 
tions of agricultural life. 

Oxford University will confer the degree of 
doctor of science on Professor Svante Ar- 
rhenius and on Dr. Vernon Harcourt on Oc- 
tober 8, on the occasion of the celebration of 
the jubilee of the University Museum. 

On the occasion of the recent unveiling of 
the Bunsen monument at Heidelberg, hon- 
orary doctorates were conferred on Professor 
Adolf von Baeyer, and on Professor J. H. 
van't Hoff. 

A committee has been formed in England 
to present a national testimonial to Mr. 
Prancis George Heath in recognition of his 
labors in arousing public interest in the preser- 
vation of open spaces, woods and forests. . 

The staff of the Division of Pharmacology 
of the Hygienic Laboratory, Washington, 
D. 0., has been enlarged by the following ap- 
pointments: Dr. W. H. Schultz, formerly in- 
structor in physiology and pharmacology, 
University of Missouri; Dr. Worth Hale, 
formerly instructor of pharmacology, Uni- 
versity of Michigan; Dr. M. G. Motter, form- 
erly professor of physiology at Georgetown 
University and secretary of the Board of 
Trustees of the United States Pharmacopoeia, 
and Mr. W. I. Wilbert, formerly of the Ger- 
man Hospital, Philadelphia. The addition to 
the Hygienic Laboratory, provided for by 
congress a year ago, is nearing completion; it 
will enable the laboratory to extend its work 
considerably. 

Mr. George L. Fawcett, for three years 
laboratory assistant in the United States Sub- 
tropical Laboratory at Miami, Florida, has 
been transferred to the Porto Rico Experi- 
ment Station at Mayaguez, where he is to be 



370 



SCIENCE 



[N. S. Vol. XXVIII. No. 716 



plant pathologist. This promotion takes 
effect on September 15. 

Dr. W. H. Willcox, lecturer at St. Mary's 
Hospital Medical School, London, has been 
appointed senior scientific analyst to the Brit- 
ish Home Office in succession to the late Sir 
Thomas Stevenson. 

Dr. Erio A. Nobbs has been appointed di- 
rector of agriculture in Ehodesia. He was 
graduated in agricultural science at the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh in 1899 and for the last 
six years he has been agricultural assistant to 
the Cape government. 

Dr. Heinrich Moritz has been appointed 
director of the Observatory of Rio de Janeiro. 

Dr. von der Borne has been given charge of 
the earthquake station at Krietern, near 
Breslau. 

Mr. Robert Newstead, the lecturer in eco- 
nomic entomology and parasitology in the 
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, will go 
to Jamaica in the first week of November to 
undertake the investigation of the ticks there 
responsible for certain diseases in animals, 
and of disease-bearing insects. He may be 
accompanied by a medical research investiga- 
tor, whose duties would be to investigate in- 
digenous diseases of the island. 

Dr. Sven Hedin's family, at Stockholm, 
has received the following telegram from the 
secretary to the viceroy of India, dated 
Simla, August 31: "Dr. Sven Hedin is well 
after a hard and successful journey. He 
reaches Simla early in September and sends 
you hearty greetings." 

In spite of a heavy sea, the Pourquoi Pas 
left Cherbourg, on August 31, for Madeira. 
Mme. Charcot and Mme. Waldeck-Rousseau 
will leave the vessel at Buenos Ayres. 

On the occasion of the celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the 
University Museum, Oxford, a bust will be 
unveiled of the late Professor Weldon, who 
held the Linaere chair of comparative anat- 
omy until his death in 1906. 

Dr. Ernst Loeb, the botanist, has died at 
Berlin at the age of sixty-six years. 

Dr. Max Rosenmund, professor of topog- 



Dr. L. P. Barclay, formerly representing 
the Bausch and Lomb Optical Company, died 
on September 1, at the Loomis Sanatorium, 
Liberty, N. Y. 

Dr. Henry Youle Hind died at Windsor, 
Nova Scotia, in August, at the age of eighty- 
five years. He was a native of Nottingham, 
England, but came to Canada in 1847, after 
receiving his education at Leipzig, Cambridge 
and in France. He was geologist to the Red 
River exploring expedition in 1857, and had 
charge of the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan 
expedition of the following year. He ex- 
plored a part of Labrador in 1861, made a pre- 
liminary geological survey of New Brunswick 
in 1864, examined at a later date the gold dis- 
tricts of Nova Scotia, and explored mineral 
lands in Newfoundland in 1876. 

According to the London Times active 
preparations have been in hand for some time 
past in England and in New Zealand for the 
despatch of relief food-supplies and equipment 
for Lieutenant Shackleton and his comrades 
to McMurdo Sound in the Antarctic regions, 
where they are wintering preparatory to the 
sledge journeys to the south, east and west at 
the beginning of October. The supplies from 
London were shipped to Lyttelton, New Zea- 
land, by the Royal mail steamer Pwparoa, on 
September 3, and from Liverpool by the steam- 
ship Surrey, where they will be put on board 
the Nimrod; but meats, butter, cheese, woolen 
goods, etc., will be procured in New Zealand. 
The Nimrod will take food-supplies for thirty- 
eight men for one year, to provide against the 
possibility of being frozen in. A number of 
firms have made the expedition presents of 
their own commodities. The Nimrod will 
leave Lyttelton for the Antarctic on Decem- 
ber 1, and she is at present in dry dock in that 
port undergoing repairs. The Nimrod left 
Lieutenant Shackelton and his party in the 
best of health at McMurdo Sound base, 77J 
degrees south latitude, on February 22, and 
she returned to Lyttelton. She successfully 
landed all the stores at the above base before 
sailing, viz. : portable house, 33 feet by 19 feet 
by 8 feet; acetylene gas plant; two years' 
food-supplies, equipment, ponies, dogs, motor- 
ear, coal, oil, etc., in fact everything neces- 
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raphy at the Zurich Polytechnic School, has 
died at the age of fifty-one years, 
sary to make their stay there warm and com- 
fortable for the winter. Captain F. P. Evans, 
R.N.R., by permission of Sir James Mills, 
chairman of the Union Steamship Company, 
of New Zealand, will command the Nimrod 
on her voyage to the Antarctic. It is hoped 
that news from the Antarctic will be received 
about March or April, 1909. 

A telephone line has been installed to pro- 
vide means of communication between the 
Queen Margherita Observatory on the Gniffet 
Peak, on Monte Rosa, and the observatory 
lower down the mountain. The carrying out 
of this line entailed many difficulties; the 
higher observatory is 14,960 feet above the sea. 
This building is only open for two months 
each year in the middle of summer. 



UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 
The regents of the West Virginia Univer- 
sity, at their meeting in June, voted an in- 
crease of 10 per cent, in the salaries of all 
members of the faculty above the rank of in- 
structor. 

The Board of Education of New York City 
asks for $33,031,484.65 for the schools in the 
coming year, an increase of $6,258,521.06 over 
1908. The increase of about $5,500,000 for 
this year is largely due to the proposed in- 
crease of teachers' salaries, this alone occa- 
sioning an increase in the budget of $3,273,- 
163.52. It is estimated that the increase in 
the number of pupils for 1909, will be nearly 
25,000. To provide a teaching staff for the 
increased registration in the elementary 
schools alone will require employment of 
9 men principals, 2 women principals, 3 male 
assistants to principals, 15 assistants to wo- 
men principals, 102 men teachers, 636 women 
teachers, and 82 kindergartners, at a total 
additional expense of $136,315.47. 
- Leipzig University will celebrate the five 
hundredth anniversary of its foundation in 
July of next year. 

1 The foundations of the new hall of engi- 
neering of the University of Nebraska have 
been completed, and work has begun on the 
superstructure. The sum appropriated for 



this building is approximately $100,000, and 
it is hoped to have it completed by the open- 
ing of the fall semester in 1909. 

The newspapers Reich and St. Petersburger 
Zeitung, have been fined $1,500 each for pub- 
lishing articles criticizing the policies of Mr. 
Schwartz, the new minister of education. He 
is said to have issued an order that all uni- 
versity professors and instructors belonging 
to the constitutional democratic party should 
either renounce their political principles or 
give up their positions. 

It is reported that ten members of the fac- 
ulty of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, San Francisco, have resigned. 

Professor Arthur Dexter Butterfield, for 
ten years professor of mathematics in the 
University of Vermont, has accepted a simi- 
lar position in the Worcester (Mass.) Poly- 
technic Institute, from which he was gradu- 
ated in 1892 and in which he was formerly 
instructor. 

Dr. George A. Coe, professor of philosophy 
at the Northwestern University, has been ap- 
pointed to a chair in the Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City. 

Dr. Ernst A. Bessey, pathologist in the 
United States Department of Agriculture, for 
the past three years in charge of the United 
States Subtropical Laboratory of Miami, 
Florida, has been elected to the professorship 
of botany in the University of Louisiana, at 
Baton Rouge. He will assume his new duties 
on October 20. 

Lieut.-Colonel Bourgeois, chief of the 
geodetic section of the French Army Geo- 
graphical Service, has been appointed to the 
chair of astronomy and geodesy in the Paris 
ficole polytechnique, vacant by the resignation 
of M. Poincarg. 



DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 
schaeberle and geological climates 

To the Editor of Science: In Professor 
Schaeberle's last communication to Science, 
June 5, p. 894, he makes the statement that 
" it now rests solely with the scientists to 
demonstrate, if possible, that some vital flaw 
exists in my (Schaeberle's) published work 
(upon the effective surface temperature of 



